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The University of Kitakyushu, Doctoral Student Fellowship Program:
Kitakyushu Innovative Human Resource and Regional Development Program (Phase 2)

2024 Spring Intake Application Guide
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The University of Kitakyushu has been selected for the Support for Pioneering Research Initiated
by the Next Generation (SPRING) program by the Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST),
which aims to develop human resources that will lead science, technology, and innovation in Japan.

The program aims to nurture talented and flexible doctoral students who can lead in an uncertain
world with the cooperation of various organizations in the Kitakyushu region and researchers in
different fields. The program students receive support for living and research expenses and
participate in program activities. The graduates from this program are expected to contribute to the
economic and cultural development of the Kitakyushu region. The program director supports the
activities of the program students, and the education team is incorporated with the students' research
supervisors to help the program students.

HIEWMIL  BRETEANMIIERT B INEEREAK

Program Director, Institute of Environmental Science and Technology, Prof KATO Takaaki

HEEOFH] Word definition
MU el F 72 ey 13, AT & R o HET R 2459
The Kitakyushu region refers to the City of Kitakyushu and neighboring municipalities.

1. ZE4E A% Number of Students to be Accepted for This Program
2 4 two students



2. HFEEH Eligibility for Application
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Doctoral students who belong to a Graduate School of the University of Kitakyushu and

meet the following five conditions can apply for this program. Those on school leave as

of May 1, 2024, are not eligible to apply.

(1) 2023 410 A, F7=1x, 2024 4 4 A OAFAE

October 2023 or April 2024 enrolled students.
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BE RO EEZT DINENFRFETRNE, IHEEHREO RN EE LS/ L T
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(2) Students who are NOT presently supported by the following fellowship/scholarship

programs:

- JSPS Special Research Fellowship

- MEXT Scholarship

- International students who are supported by scholarship programs in their home

country

- Other fellowship/scholarship program that prohibits simultaneously receiving support
from this fellowship program

() TR D RFHEEND AETEEMYF L L7k TERR 240 7 MRRELLE),
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Students who are NOT receiving a steady income sufficient to meet living expenses

(approximately 2,400 thousand yen or more annually), such as an income from a

company or university employment.

(4) ALIUMTHSZRFRFEBEFRIE 40 RITED DB A Z T2 LB RNE

Students who have never received the disciplinary action stipulated in Section 40 of the

Graduate School Rules of the University of Kitakyushu.

(6) EHMMEBUC, K70/ I ML HEFREETELHE

Students who can take part in the whole program activities throughout the support

period.

3. FHKAKAZE Living expense support and research grant
AR AR S%E 481 175,000 H

Living expense support: 175,000 JPY/month

WHse# 445 500,000 H



Research grant: 500,000 JPY/year
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The living expense support and research grant are provided until the end of the third
year of the doctoral program.
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According to university rules, the research grant can be used to research spending on
purchasing goods, travel expenses, and other things. The amount of the research grant
may vary according to the results of regional collaborative activities.

k7. HOBRF N LAEEEHYHEOSH 2 L, IS &5 1T 256 D24
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If your living expense support begins or ends during the middle of a month, the amount
paid in that month is determined by the university's rule.

*ARTEEAR S AT, BilE RHEPTS & LT, IS, ERBLOMRBIGIRICRD £,
Living expenses support is treated as miscellaneous income under Japanese tax law and
is subject to income and residential taxes.

kPSMIHE 72 & —ED 7' 1 77 AREFHIZOWTIX, BEHOREAR T 0 7T 5Tk
THZELIIMELTELT, MARHENECLAREERDH D £,

The cost for the program activities, such as the overseas research/social activity, is not
fully covered by this program, and students may need to pay part of the cost themselves.
* AR R-CHRE Y EICBIT 2 ERBORNNIONWTIL, BREFREGE (Bl%) oS EoM
BHIZHNEDLE T EE N,

Regarding health insurance and dependent allowances, please contact the person in
charge at the workplace of your financial supporter of your family.

* PR BT DB OB DWW TR, EREOBBEE VWA DETIZE N,

Please contact your local tax office to learn about the income tax regulations for

dependents.

4. a7 MRS E (CUF, [%ZG564E] L)) OMFRIES

Program Terms
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The students admitted to this program must comply with the following terms. If a
student does not abide by these terms, payment of the living expense support and the

research grant may be suspended.



(1) AbJui sk A ATE O R & L, SRR E ST AR T 1 7T ADOIEINICHZT 52 &,
Students need to live in the Kitakyushu region and focus on their research and the activities specified
by this program.
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Students need to attend the following activities during the support period.
- Registration to the Coop-J Consortium Internship system.
- Participation in Coop-J Consortium Internship and/or Kitakyushu Regional Internship
activities for at least half the program period.
- At least once overseas research/social activity
- Participation in research seminars and workshops, including research camps
- Participation in other education activities according to the student’s self-evaluation and
recommendations from the Program Director and the education team.
(8) BPFAEICONTIE, AAGTEOEE PR SN TOET,
Learning Japanese is highly recommended for international students.
(4) RFENFER T HDHMMHBER N2 T ITA T VAR EE ST H 2 &, ZaElL, K
Tn 7T AOFEREROBGIZLEDLZ LD THDH I E2FITEMR L, (LB D OEHEEH
RN R DXL IEEPOBFEICATE L, MFERELCHIEE RIEZIT > TXR B2,
Students need to attend the compliance education courses provided by the university.
Students must never forget that the funding source of this program is taxpayers’ money
and act faithfully. Students must not commit research or research grant
fraud/misconduct.
(5) BFFEE DI HT= D | JST BSED 2 BAIDOM, AZFLOED D HHIFEZ T 5 20 37
57N,
Students need to comply with both the rules of JST and this university when spending
the research grant.
6) DT s T LADIEBEEITT 2 ETHEEZRD LN LICHOWT, HEVICHE=F
D LTI B0y,
Students must not divulge to a third party the information they have been asked to keep

confidential while conducting program activities.



(1) BT — 2 & H0IAT 5 RIRE - BRAZHRSITESRIHE S5 2 &

Students must attend the activity review meetings periodically held by their education
teams.

(8) FEMIEDRITIE - TH CAMEECHI R FEHF 22 T2 2 &,

Students must submit self-evaluation sheets, research plans, and other program

documents as requested by the Program Director.

5. HI5E Tt Application Procedures
(1) H3E5J71% Application Method

AR T T ADR— BNV EHFEEEATLET,
https://www.kitakyu-u.ac.jp/research/activities/jst-program.html

MR EHEDEKHER— Ve AX Y LI bDEED 2k 2 1 >OPDF 7 7 AL & L,
7 7 A N EERLIZLTL 72 &V, chosenpro@kitakyu-u.ac.jp £ TA—/L CHEEHEE IR
HLTLLZEV,
Download application forms from the program website.
https://www.kitakyu-u.ac.jp/research/activities/jst-program.html
Fill in the forms and make a PDF file with a scanned copy of your supervisor’s approval.
The PDF file name should be your name.
Email the file to chosenpro@kitakyu-u.ac.jp.

(2) #&H{EH Submissions

REEE L F2EEtlEEZ 1 DO PDF 7 7 A MIZ LT b D
Application form and Research plan complied in a PDF file.
(3) HE5EHAR Application Period
20244 H 19 AH 5 5 A 17 HIEF

From April 19, 2024, to Noon, May 17, 2024

6. ®E KON B Selection Procedure and Notification of Results

(1) BEL, FFEEFHICES FHFEEL CHEERIC L VTV ES, FEHEL (—KRED
ZimiE U7 EEE I (CRER) 21TV E T, BEBH L mEOSFEIL, AAGE)RGE
MHIENET,

The selection procedure includes evaluating application forms and interviews. After
passing the evaluation of application forms, the applicants take an interview. Applicants
can select the language of their application forms and interviews from either Japanese
or English. Japanese language skills are not a mandate for international students, but

having that skill is highly appreciated.



(BEmHFEADOL L 7285) Main evaluation criteria for screening of application forms
« ZIVE TOMFERR, I LN FET OMIEOEFME - S BFE G L DB 7 B O mEE
a2

Research publication records, innovative features of research, interdisciplinary features

of research

< ZIVE TOALIUN il & OBEEIREB DN & R AT 1 7T LEEEIIAT O SR B O

AlRetE & TR SN D R

Record of social/research activities in the Kitakyushu region and the specific plan to

study/work together with the organizations in the region during this program period

< a7 T AR TRICALIUN s & s U CIREN T S B AR L A TE
Motivation and method for contributing to the Kitakyushu region after finishing this

program

- [EFRARTEE), do LN MU COTEENCLEIZREET ) (A AEE - 55E)
Japanese and English language skills that are necessary for international and regional
activities.

(EEFAEDOE S 708 5) Main evaluation criteria for interview

RO EFHNE SR ER
Innovative features of research, implications of the research to improve society

- il &dEHE U IR BN 5 Ak, R D7D D TR
Motivation to study/work with organizations in the Kitakyushu region; ideas to enhance
collaboration with regional organizations.

AEENCMELREEY ) (AAGE - G5
Japanese and English language skills that are necessary for international and regional
activities.
(2) MBI, EHFALEE L7 NSk LT Zoom CTHEMEFETT, mHEHIE, 2024
#5 A 270 (H) 16:00-18:30 OFENZEM TE TS, AREZHERL T ZEV, HEHTE
Refid, — A 30 pfREE T, FHMlE, FmHFEARRL & HIC, mEARTH X TICHFEEIC
BERSTZA—/VT R L RASEITERE L ET,
For those who have passed the application document review, an online interview will be
conducted using Zoom between 16:00 and 18:30 on May 27, 2024. Save this date and
time. One applicant will be assigned approximately 30 minutes. The applicant will
receive details of the interview and the result from the evaluation of the application
forms by the day before the interview.
(3) WHARMFZEEHRERAAFIE 7 0 77 LD F58E & LT, WS008 & B [E] - ik od AR 3
ROBNWTWET, TNETORT BT LB LITIRR 2 H727eB e B0 H B [ - ik
DFEPMBER L TERA SN L2568 £,



The SPRING Program's policy requires diversity in research fields and countries/regions
of origin. Priority may be given to students from new research fields and countries/areas

different from those of previous students in this program.

(4) B®EEETIT, 202445 A 31 H (&) EFFTClC@mmLET,
The result of the selection will be disclosed by noon on May 31, 2024.

7. {EANTEHROEAK Y Handling of Personal Information

(1) HEEHEICEENAEAERICONVTUL, 707 7 24E0RE, TOMAT 07T AT
RDEFBHEATO DI LET,

The personal information on the application forms is solely used to screen applicants and
conduct program activities.

(2) EFEOEBEEITHIICHETZY, FE - EEICHTZDAREINOERE - H1F I THHS LI EA
HROBH T —HEZRUET 22 083H 0 £7, Z05E . EAFHROBR N AEHEINZATH
NDEITHERENDO S & THEAFEREZEHRLET,

Part or whole of the personal information may be provided to the program committee
members and supporters for conducting program activities. These individuals must

comply with the rules for the personal information protection of this program.

8. UEE 4 Note

s KT T T ADJERO T DITEFIR S NI FEDRA Z AR T Web TARTHZ ENHY F
K
The names of the selected students may be disclosed on the university’s website for
disseminating the achievement of this program.

- FEEEH OO %X, FHIE LT, MHfEFEHOLF I TEEEA,
After the submission period, submitted application forms cannot be amended.

- FEEEHITEAI L EH A,
Application forms are not returned to the applicants.

- RIS B ORI E Lo IREK 2R, o, BRI CTh > THIRVIET Z &
WY ET,
If information fraud on the application forms is revealed, the application will be rejected.
Students will lose their status as members of this program even after their acceptance
to the program.

L AMERAEOUGED - DITEHEZ FE L ET, KT 07T AT K D3R TH
THEREET, 77— MESLHEHEFIC WV EEET,

Program students and graduates are requested to cooperate in follow-up surveys and



interviews to evaluate the outcomes of this education program. This review activity
continues after participating in the program and continues until around seven years
after graduation.
s RN TN DHFFRMBLETE O TIEC W T, #2HEZRD DGR H D720, T DL,
EHIRIHTE D L) L TR\ T IZauy,
Students must prepare their certificate of research ethics education to show it upon
request.
9. RV itk Contact Information
(1) A7v 77 LAOIEEHNZ-SUV T About program activities:
FERE IR B
Program Director, Prof. KATO Takaakki
Email: tkato@kitakyu-u.ac.jp
(2) HiFEE K72 ¥ About eligibility for application:
OUEDF ¥ R A EEE P (B - AF7ESHRMR, Yoy =7 MEY=E) N3
R, M
Ms. Ohori, Mr. Tanaka
Hibikino Campus, Planning Management Division, 3rd floor, Building N
e Tel : 093-695-3364
Email: chosenpro@kitakyu-u.ac.jp
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Annex

Educational activities of this program

Own expertise area Relevant expertise area Different area
Activities [Compulsory] [Selective] [Selective] Lecture on
Research under the Interdisciplinary intellectual property
supervisor’s instruction lectures [Compulsory]
[Satisfy university’s [Selective] Joint Interdisciplinary camp
requirement] seminar for data with social/human
Lectures science science researchers and
[Selective compulsory] [Selective] Joint lab foreign administrators.
Overseas research meeting involving [Selective]
[Compulsory] foreign administrators. | Management class by
Research and research [Selective] Cross- the professor of the
funding ethics laboratory assignment Business School
[Selective compulsory] | [Selective]
Overseas research in a Entrepreneur class
relevant area
[Selective] Japanese
language class
[Compulsory] Internship for more than half of the program period (Coop-J
Consortium Internship and/or Kitakyushu Regional Internship activities)
[Selective compulsory] Overseas research regarding OECD’s four sustainable
cities.
[Selective compulsory] Fieldwork in Asian countries
Expected - World-level expertise - Application capability | - Explanation skills
outcome - Capability of of professional - Investigation and
international activities | knowledge solution skills for
- Explanation skills field problems
- Capability of - Explanation skills
international - Flexibility and
activities resilience

a. The supervising organization of Kitakyushu Regional Internships may include farms,

non-profit organizations, city government, and other regional organizations.

c. The items in the table may change to enhance the program's outcome.
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